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Missionary Preparation in North 
America 

From the Edinburgh Missionary Con- 
ference the word went forth to all missionary 
boards and societies that the hour had come 
when deeper and more earnest attention 
must be given to the subject of special 
preparation for the missionary. Dr. W. 
Douglas Mackenzie, in the International 
Review of Missions, has told his readers of 
the response that has been made by the 
foreign mission boards in North America. 
The Foreign Mission Conference of North 
America decided to create a Board of Mis- 
sionary Preparation, to comprise about 
thirty-six persons. This board came into 
existence in January, 1012, when its con- 
stitution was formally adopted by the 
Conference. The board is the direct 
creation of the missionary boards of the 
United States and Canada and is constantly 
responsible to them. The board has cour- 
ageously and patiently set itself the task of 
a thorough investigation of the whole of 
missionary education. The direction in 
which the board is moving under the in- 
fluence of its investigations was suggested 
by a pertinent statement made by Dr. R. E. 
Speer: 

What is needed is the organic correlation 
of a proper course of training to the needs of 
missionary candidates throughout their course; 
and there would be some ground for holding 
that the training even of home ministers would 
be improved by its approximation to such a 
vital reshaping of work as appears to be desirable 
for missionaries. 

The real crux of the new demand is the 
need of re-interpreting the training for the 
ministry with the "world-consciousness" at 
work. It means the adoption deliberately 
and thoroughly of a principle which may 



well revivify every department of work in 
the theological curriculum. Possibly the 
recommendation of Principal Garvie, that a 
central college of missions be created in 
London or Oxford, may be the best for the 
army of young missionaries in Great 
Britain. But this would mean that the theo- 
logical colleges are to be further segregated 
from contact with the greatest movement 
of the age. Such would be an inestimable 
loss to the church and colleges. In America 
it is hoped that this specialization for 
the benefit of the missionary will be met 
by certain leading centers of theological 
education. In fact, several of the leading 
theological schools are using all their 
strength and some are raising new endow- 
ments and creating new institutional ar- 
rangements so that the preparation of 
missionaries may not be divorced from the 
work of training the home ministry. A 
warning was raised against any sacrifice of 
the thoroughness and completeness of the 
missionary's theological curriculum. If 
there be any insertion of missionary sub- 
jects it must be done so as to avoid sacri- 
ficing what is already in the curriculum. 
Increasing importance is being attached to 
linguistic preparation at home, and to the 
work which missionaries can do during the 
first and second furloughs. 

The Needs of the French Ghnrches 

The General Secretary of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America 
has sent out to the churches a very appealing 
letter in behalf of the French Protestant 
churches. Dr. Macfarland states that many 
of them have suffered through the devasta- 
tion of the war, that many of their ministers 
are at the front, and that they need about 
$120,000, for a total of nearly five hundred 
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churches, ''to keep Protestantism in exist- 
ence, to meet meager salaries, to provide 
humble places of worship in place of those 
destroyed." 

Pastor Roussel after being here a year 
has gone back with only one-sixth of the 
amount needed. The Protestant church of 
France, with its old Huguenot parentage, 
is of great strategic importance at any 



time, but to let its strength wane at this 
moment would be a calamity; and, as 
Dr. Macfarland urges, this is a need 
which is a peculiar obligation of our 
churches. 

Checks should be made out to the order 
of the French Relief Fund, and forwarded 
to the Federal Council, 105 East Twenty- 
second Street, New York City. 
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Methods of Religions Education as 
Applied in a Local Church 

Two principles have been kept clearly 
in mind in developing the educational work 
of the First Baptist Church of Kewanee, 
Illinois. The first is that the laws of educa- 
tion are one and the same in both secular 
and religious education. In the second 
place, these laws are best understood and 
applied in the public schools. The aim is, 
in this church, constantly to exploit both 
the public-school system and the public- 
school teachers. The school is carefully 
graded from the beginners' through the 
high-school and graduate departments. 
Tribute is laid on the trained talent of the 
public-school teachers as far as possible. 
A public-school principal who has made 
good in the day school is asked to head a 
department in the Sunday school and to 
work out the problems here on strictly 
pedagogical principles proved successful by 
his daily experience. The best possible 
effort is made to give him adequate equip- 
ment. The graded system of lessons is 
used, from the beginners' through the inter- 
mediate departments, and for the most part 
in the high-school department. 

It was discovered that there were one 
hundred and fifty young people of high-school 
age in the Sunday school. The marked school 
spirit and interest were noted. These young 
people were brought together in a depart- 
ment and this interest and spirit exploited 
religiously, with fairly satisfactory results. 



In accord with the Five- Year Program, 
a co-operating committee was appointed 
for the purpose of carrying this program 
into effect. The committee is organized 
under three departments, (1) the missionary, 
(2) the evangelistic, and (3) the educational. 

The educational department was given 
the task of enlisting the young people in 
higher education and in definite religious 
work. They have approached their task 
thus far in three ways. First, they are 
seeking out individuals for private inter- 
views and counseling. Secondly, they plan 
to have an annual recognition service in the 
church, honoring the graduates of the high 
school who are also members of the church 
and Sunday school. On this occasion, each 
of the graduates is presented with a gift 
book accompanied with a congratulatory 
note signed by the pastor and committee, 
calling the attention of the recipient to 
God's right to his life and urging the con- 
sideration of his life's task in the Kingdom. 
A short address is made in which assurances 
are given that the church is prayerfully 
back of the graduate in seeking to help him 
to make good. Thirdly, an annual banquet 
is given by the high-school department, 
under the direction of the educational 
department, in honor of the graduates who 
are members of the church and Sunday 
school. The principal address on this occa- 
sion is given by some prominent educator 
from some one of our higher institutions of 
learning. This year there were present 



